16.  “THE CRUMBLING SOUTH”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
I Kings 21:1 – II Kings 25; II Chronicles 10:1-36
Objective:
That class members be able to identify the six periods in Judah’s history and 
the factors that led to her collapse.
INTRODUCTION

The nations of Israel and Judah prided themselves in being the chosen people of God yet their conduct showed them to be anything but.  The condemnation of the prophets to the Northern Kingdom was that the ten tribes continued to “do evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed in the sins of Jeroboam … which made Israel to sin ….”  (II Kings 13:21)  Yet, the covenant people to the south were no better.  The prophets of God also warned Judah to return to their God-appointed destiny or ruin would overwhelm them.
In this lesson we will retrace some common history between Israel and Judah and then identify six periods in Judah’s history, looking briefly at the significant events that led to her downfall.

I.  THE PERIOD OF CIVIL STRIFE

A.
Egypt plundered Judah.


1.
When King Rehoboam was denied his desire to take the offensive against the rebel 



north, what did he do instead?  (II Chr 11:5-12)


2.
Having established his military position, what did Rehoboam do and what were the 



results?  (II Chr 12:1-5,9)


3.
How did Rehoboam respond to Shemaiah the prophet’s message?  




(II Chr 12:5-7,12)


B.
Resumption of civil war.


1.
How did Abijah, the son of Rehoboam, try to bring the rebellion to an end?  





(II Chr 13:4-12)


2.
When Abijah died, who took the throne?  When pressed by Baasha from the north, 



what did he do and how did the prophet of God, Hanani, respond to this?  



(II Chr 16:1-10)
II.
THE PERIOD OF BAALISM

A.
Civil war ends.


1.
How was the peace alliance finally sealed between Israel and Judah?  



(II Chr 21:5-7)


2.
What evil influence came into Judah through Jehoram and Athalia?  What was his 



final end?   (II Chr 21:11,20)

B.
The Baal cult flourishes.


1.
After the death of Jehoram, Ahaziah, his son, took the throne.  What condemnation 



did II Kings 8:25-27 and II Chronicles 22:1-4 make against him?


2.
How was Judah finally purged of Baal worship?  (II Kings 9:27-28; 11:1-3,17-20)
III.  THE GOLDEN AGE PERIOD

A.
The reign of Joash.


1.
The forty years under the leadership of Joash were, for the most part,  fruitful for 



Judah.  What positive influence kept Joash in line? (II Chr 24:1-2,17-19)


2.
What positive contribution did Joash make?  (II Chr 24:4-14)

B.
The reigns of Amaziah, Uzziah, and Jotham.


1.
How can the reign of Amaziah be summarized?  (II Ki 14:3-4; II Chr 25:1-3)


2.
Uzziah brought Judah to prosperity.  How did he begin his reign and how did it 



end?  (II Chr 26:3-8,16-21)



3.
Jotham, Uzziah’s son, took the throne.  What contribution did he make to Judah and 



how was he evaluated?  (II Chr 27:1-9)

IV.
  THE PERIOD OF DECLINE


A.
The crack in Judah’s moral and spiritual integrity began to widen.  Under the rule of 


Ahaz, Isaiah and Micah began to prophesy.  What were some of their deep concerns?



1.
Micah 2:1-2; 3:1-3



2.
Isaiah 5:8,11,13,18-23


B.
How did Ahaz respond to the prophet’s message?  (II Chr 28:1-5)


C.
During Ahaz’s reign, Judah was humiliated and became the target of every land-and-loot 


hungry nation around her.  What final blunder did Ahaz commit in II Chronicles 28:16-


21?


D.
How did King Hezekiah halt the sharp decline of Judah?  (II Chr 29:1-3,16; 



31:1,20-21)


E.
Following Hezekiah, Manasseh, his son, ruled for 55 years.  How did Manasseh 



contribute to Judah’s downfall?  (II Chr 33:2-3,10-11)

V.
  THE PERIOD OF REFORM

A.
Attempting to pick up the pieces of the shattered Kingdom left by his two predecessors, 


Manasseh and Amon, what did King Josiah do?  (II Chr 34:2-4,8,14,19-21)

B.
What prophet spoke during the reign of Josiah?  (II Chr 35:25)

VI.
  THE PERIOD OF DESTRUCTION


A
Under Jehoiakim, what political disaster took place?  (II Ki 23:31-35)

B.
Then in 605 B.C. a new power arose on the scene.  Who was this, what change of events 


took place, and what led to the final downfall of Judah?  (II Ki 24:8-12)


C.
One tragic chapter remained to be written.  With Jewish nobility carried off, King 



Zedikiah was left to reign, but he made one final blunder.  What was it and what were 


the results?  (II Ki 24:20; II Chr 36:17-21)

CONCLUSION

The house of Judah fell, never to rise again.  With that came the lingering questions.  What about God’s promises?  What was left of Israel’s destiny?  Was this the end?  How would you respond if the United States were defeated and we were put into captivity?  How would you respond in your relationship to God?  Read Habakkuk 3:16-19.  Would this be your faith?
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